ADOPTED – JULY 28, 2026
AGENDA ITEM NO. 43

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CO-COUNSEL AGREEMENT WITH CIVIL RIGHTS CORPS FOR THE PURPOSES OF LITIGATING APPEALS, HABEAS PETITIONS, AND RELATED MATTERS CHALLENGING PRETRIAL DETENTION IN INGHAM COUNTY FOR THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER

RESOLUTION #26 – 375

WHEREAS, the Civil Rights Corps is a national Non-profit founded in 2016 to challenge systemic injustice in the U. S. Legal System; and
[bookmark: _Hlk234501880]WHEREAS, the Civil Rights Corps is asking to enter into a co-counsel agreement with the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender for the purpose of litigating appeals, habeas petitions and related matters challenging pretrial detention; and 
WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender will maintain their role as lead counsel while the two entities will participate in all duties and responsibilities and all aspects of the pretrial detention litigation; and
WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender and the Civil Rights Corps will be solely responsible for its own actions in connection with jointly litigated cases; and
[bookmark: _Hlk234501901]WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender and the Civil Rights Corps will carry out its work on the jointly litigated cases in compliance with the applicable law, rules of court, and the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct; and 
WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender and the Civil Rights Corps will each maintain their own professional liability coverage; and
WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender and the Civil Rights Corps will pay for its own overhead costs such as rent, telephone calls, secretarial time or payment of salaries for attorneys, or paralegals working on jointly litigated cases; and
WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender will approve any additional litigation costs incurred by the Civil Rights Corps prior to be expended; and
WHEREAS, such costs will be negligible and are available through the 2025-2026 MIDC Compliance Plan.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes an agreement between the Civil Right Corps and the Office of the Public Defender to commence on August 1, 2026 with the agreement for either party to terminate upon 30 days’ notice. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chairperson to sign any necessary documents that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson
          Nays:  None     Absent:  Trubac, Schafer     Approved  07/16/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville
          Nays:  None    Absent:  None     Approved  07/22/26

